
cluded: the cute little Vietnamese Pot-
bellied pigs racing around the track and 
swimming across the pool- all for  an 
Oreo cookie, the children from Trio’ 
performing their martial arts skills or 
the Clermont Knights Cheerleaders 
shouting their famous cheers. Singers 
Carol Ann and hopeful Jordan An-
derson gave exciting performances as 
well as Billy Speer who did a Patriotic 
Concert and 7th Degree Isshin Ryu 
Black Belt, Mike Reeves’ demonstra-
tion.  Along the jam- packed carnival 
alley, there was a dessert bake off and 
Chili Challenge, free giveaways, and 
games and all of the thrilling rides for 
the youngsters. High school kids were 
shouting to bring customers into their 
booth to support their favorite charity 
or group. 

Of course, the big deal is the BBQ 
winner! So much pork, so little time! 
There was definitely some tough com-
petition among them- with each con-
testant showing off their own secret 
methods to making that tender, mouth 
watering BBQ!  The Grand Champion 
trophy went to last years winner, Mt. 
Dora Bar-B-Que Company, (owner 
Larry Baker). They walked away with 
the champion title, bragging rights, 

$1500, and the “Lake County Home 
Boy Trophy”. The Swamp Boys won the 
Reserve Grand Champion and $1000. 
Not bad for entering for the first time! 
Another first attempt was the Schmidt 
Construction Company, who took first 
place for the Chilli Challenge, along 
with $200 and bragging rights. There 
was over $9000 in prizes for all of the 
food contests. 

What does all of this mean? Re-
ally, it is knowing that the community 
comes together for not only a pleasant 
day by the lake, but that our children’s 
education is important enough to give, 
regardless of tough times. This is as 
‘American ‘as it gets and shows when 
activities like this continue to grow 
in our community. Whether you are a 
vendor, participant, or a visitor enjoy-
ing the event, it all provided your stu-
dents and teachers with the knowledge 
that South Lake County cares! The Pig 
on the Pond Corporation, according to 
Cheryl Fishel, ‘”wants to thank every-
one for their support of a much needed 
resource for our children”. For winners 
and happenings at the event, check on 
the website at  www.pigonthepond.org
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and talents by giving generous dona-
tions. For example, Chick-fil- A let you 
spin the wheel for a $1 to win free food 
items and gave the donations to the 
New Beginnings organization who is 
helping families in need. This amaz-
ing event started in 1998 and has de-
veloped into a community wide effort 
which has raised over $350,000 since 
its inception.  

A variety of Live entertainment in-

Real flying pigs (over the water), de-
licious BBQ, rides, and a packed park 
full of friends and family led to a fun-
filled weekend. This annual event is 
dedicated to supporting the South Lake 
graduating seniors with scholarships 
for those who deserve help in continu-
ing their education. It also supports 
teachers who have shown dedication 
to their craft.  There were 27 not-for-
profits who also shared of their time 

Vietnamese Potbellied Pigs raced across the pool in 
pursuit of an Oreo cookie. Photos by Mark Daniel

So much BBQ, so little time! Photos by Mark Daniel

Gavin and Kaylia Daniel had fun at the 
Home Depot tent.  Photos by Mark Daniel
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