
drew in the children with fun games 
and music. The “El Rey Joe” float won 
for best King Float and “Party Like a 
Rockstar” with Jamie stole the show 
for best Queen Float. 

 Bill Wonus of United Southern 
Bank and Sandra Turner of LRMC 
were crowned King and Queen. Other 
contenders Jose Isaac, Kristi Bell-Bo-
liek and Jamie Fredericks helped raise 
$50,241 for the Leesburg Partnership. 

Another huge success was the blood 

drive. We have all heard there is a short-
age of blood… well, the Lake County 
Community and visitors proudly raised 
enough blood to save 463 lives in just 
12 short hours. The event raised one 
hundred fifty-four and a half pints of 
blood. 

Leesburg Mardi Gras celebration 
continues to reign as a fun, family-
friendly event, which also raises mon-
ey (and blood donations) to give back 
to the community!
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walkers, fire eaters, kids fair and a 
monumentous amount of beads. 

The Kids Masquerade Parade fea-
tured talented youngsters sporting beau-
tifully decorated head gear, masks and 
costumes. Justin Moore a seven year old 
Lake County resident threw beads to 
the cheering crowd from his spot on the 
mast of his very own pirate ship. 

At 2PM the Pet Parade wagged their 
tales down Main Street and left many 
onlookers smiling with delight, espe-
cially their proud owners. 

Between the Pet Parade and the 
Main Parade, held at 7pm, the crowd 
munched on delicious treats provided 
by the vast number of vendors eager 
to please the crowd. Live Entertainers 
kept the crowd moving with the sounds 
of guitars and more. Radio Disney 

Thousands of awe inspired spec-
tators filled the streets of Downtown 
Leesburg on February 21st to celebrate 
the long standing tradition of Mardi 
Gras. Although Mardi Gras has many 
names around the world it has been 
firmly rooted in New Orleans since 
1820. Most associate with plenty of de-
licious Cajun foods,drink, extravagant 
parades, masks, costumes and beads, 
beads, beads. 

The Leesburg Downtown Partner-
ship put a lot of passion into this event, 
designed to entertain the community 
in the traditional fashion, while giv-
ing back to the community at the same 
time. The annual event kicked off 
at 11am on Saturday and went on for 
twelve solid hours, featuring parades, 
live entertainment, face painting, stilt 
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