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Queen Marie Carasims were proudly 
displayed on the Orange King and 
Queen float which glided through our 
local streets. 

Carnival rides excited the on-lookers, 
especially the kids begging to experi-
ence the SpongeBob house. One group 
from Eustis Heights screamed aboard 
one of the more intense rides, however 
after it was all said and done they did 
nothing but beg for more. 

Fireworks went soaring through the 
skies catching everyone’s attention on 
Friday night. Right after acts as big as 
Nashville Recording Artist, Patrick 
Gibson, an Apopka native, entertained 
the crowd with his original music, as 
well as a few cover songs. Saturday, the 
songs of Margaritaville held the Flor-

In 1732 a famous leader was born 
and today is remembered as our first 
President of the United States. To cel-
ebrate his life-long achievements the 
City of Eustis has continued their re-
membrance of the great history of one 
man. 

On Saturday, February 28th thou-
sands of people gathered to fill the 
streets of Eustis. Nearly 70 floats lined 
Bay Street; families hoping to see a 
glimpse of yesterdays past were all 
smiles as hundreds of community lead-
ers rolled down the street. Kids were in 
awe at the sites abound and anxious to 
pick up the falling candy coming from 
vehicles, aircraft carriers, golf carts, 
horses, Segways and even little semi-
trucks. King, Dr. Randy Glisson and 

local north lake

ida crowd when the Caribbean Chill-
ers took the stage playing everyone’s 
favorites. 

The aroma of fair food entered nos-
trils and begged for bits of tasty mor-
sels. Maine lobster was served up at 
one food station, the traditional corn 
dogs, kettle corn, funnel cakes, hot 
dogs, Philly cheese steaks, hamburgers 
and much more were welcomed among 
the famished crowd.

Plenty of vendors lined the grassy 
plains to offer special crafts, memen-
tos, raffle tickets, party supplies and 
even some education. Trout Lake Na-
ture Center of Eustis displayed the 
creatures that live among us. Miss Bil-
lie’s Collectibles of Raiford, FL dis-
played “Memories to Last a Lifetime” 
of Laser engraved portraits, they even 
let the youngsters push the button and 
watch how the laser burns into the 
wood pieces. 

This three day event held plenty of 
fun for the whole family! Most fami-
lies frequent every year including  
Jason, manager of Classique Bowl. He 

understands the importance of family 
and how nice it is to show the kids a 
“real day off.”

The annual hot dog eating contest 
grew a crowd and ended with reigning 
champ Dan Fields taking the trophy 
for another year. The pie eating contest 
was “hands down”, literally, one of the 
funniest to watch as pie filling not only 
filled their stomachs but their face as 
well. 

Many visitors sported their very own 
unique style posing as George Wash-
ington, including the long time attend-
ee from Tax Smart, which was easy to 
pick out of a crowd. He was dressed 
in the most recognizable George Cos-
tume, sporting the bright blue blazer, 
knickers and the coin rolled headdress. 
Two reenactors traveled from Deland, 
FL wearing full gear and constantly 
drew a crowd eager to take a snapshot 
of the handsome duo. 

The event was definitely a boost to 
the Lake County economy and will be 
welcomed next year!
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