
In high school football, youth 
doesn’t have to be a weakness. 
Many of the coaches at 
local North Lake County 
high schools are hoping it 
becomes a strength as 
the 2008 season unfolds, 
which means some less 
experienced players 
will be asked to grow 
up in a hurry. There are 
questions facing every 
team, but there are also 
reasons for optimism.
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09-04 Lecanto 7:30P

09-12 Tavares 7:30P

09-19 Umatilla 7:30P

09-26 @The Villages 7:30P

10-03 @South Sumter 7:30P

10-10 @Crystal River 7:30P

10-17 @Lake Highland 7:00P

10-24 Jones 7:30P

10-31 Eustis 7:30P

“We’re pretty inexperienced,” 
Mount Dora Head Coach Wade 
Beale said, echoing a senti-
ment common among the area 
coaches. “With only six seniors, 
we’re real young.”

Like many teams, the Mount 
Dora Hurricanes are faced 
with the challenge of replacing 
productive players with rela-
tive newcomers, but are look-
ing forward to seeing its new 
additions perform. Quarterback 
James Davis will attempt to fill 
the shoes of the departed Alex 
Hudak, who accounted for over 
1,600 yards and 16 touchdowns 
a year ago. 

“He’s going to have some grow-
ing pains,” Beale said of Davis. 
“He’ll just have to mature into 
the position.”

Davis’ ability to step in and be 
productive will be one of the 
keys for a team looking to build 
on a successful 7-4 record in 
2007. Fortunately, the most 
experienced unit on the team is 
up front, with most of the start-
ers on the offensive line return-
ing for another season. Beale 
is hoping a solid line will help 
Davis develop, along with other 
skill position players including 
starting wide receivers Jordan 
Ozeries and Anthony Harley.

“We have some pretty good 
athletes, but they just haven’t 
been tested yet,” Beale said.

One team that is hoping to 
continue an upward trend is 
Leesburg, where Head Coach 
Charles Nassar will attempt 
to build on the improvements 
made by the team over the past 
several seasons. With standout 
linebacker Danny Trevathan 
graduating and moving on to 
play at the University of Ken-
tucky, the Yellow Jackets will 
need other players to step up 
and play well, including senior 
linebackers Darius Lightfoot and 
Marques Austin.

Several talented sophomores 
will also be contributors for 

the team this season, including 
quarterback Luther McDowell, 
halfbacks Jake Cavender and 
Kamonte Phillips, and defensive 
backs Tre Sherrod and P.J. Fos-
ter. Nassar plans to run a triple-
option offense to take advan-
tage of what he considers his 
team’s greatest asset: speed.

Like Mount Dora, Leesburg has 
an experienced offensive line to 
help take the pressure off those 
speedy skill players. Seniors 
Gary Leady, Jesse Zinn and 
James Richardson anchor the 
line along with junior Donnie 
Walker.

09-04 @Tavares 7:30P

09-12 Brooksville Central 7:00P

09-19 Clermont East Ridge 7:30P

09-26 Lake Weir 7:30P

10-03 Eustis 7:30P

10-10 Ocala Vanguard 7:30P

10-17 Lecanto 7:00P

10-24 Ocala Forest 7:30P

10-31 Belleview 7:30P

20-14 Gainsville Eastside 7:30P
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09-04 Leesburg 7:30P

09-12 @Wildwood 7:00P

09-19 @Mount Dora 7:30P

09-26 Eustis 7:30P

10-03 Clermont East Ridge 7:30P

10-10 St. Cloud 7:30P

10-17 Inverness Citrus 7:00P

10-24 @Harmony 7:30P

10-31 @Bishop Moore 7:30P

20-14 @South Lake 7:30P

Other coaches are dealing with 
similar challenges as they as-
sess their rosters heading into 
the season.

“We’re hoping to get off to 
a good start,” Umatilla Head 
Coach Ron Timson said, “to 
help our young kids get com-
fortable playing at the level 
they’re going to have to.”

Timson is hoping that quantity 
will lead to quality as his Viking 
team attempts to improve on 
last season’s 2-8 record.

“We’re hoping with an in-
creased number of kids out, 
we’ll be able to turn some of 
that around,” Timson said.

Unlike Mount Dora, Timson 
sees the skill positions as his 
team’s main strength, led by se-

nior running back Eric Samuels. 
The team’s leading rusher last 
year, Samuels also led the team 
in interceptions while playing in 
the defensive backfield. He has 
already committed to playing 
football at Vanderbilt next year.

“We look for a big year out of 
him,” Timson said.

Timson also highlighted the 
small but fleet-footed junior 
Chauncey Gaines as a player to 
watch this season, saying the 
5’7”, 145-pound running back 
and defensive back has “sprint-
er speed.” 

Helping Gaines up front will 
be senior Chris Lightfoot, a 
6’3”, 270-pound lineman. “He 
can dominate a game on both 
lines,” Timson said.

Highlighting the importance 
of developing young players, 
Tavares Head Coach George 
Sneed actually listed “youth” 
as both a strength and a weak-
ness for his football team going 
into 2008. The development of 
his young players will be criti-
cal for a team that finished with 
an uncharacteristic 1-9 record 
last season.

Tavares does have eight re-
turning starters, five of whom 
play on the offensive side of 
the ball. Some of the school’s 
top returning players include 
senior tight end and defensive 

end Colton Madill, senior offen-
sive guard and defensive tackle 
Wayne Yawn, and sophomore 
quarterback and defensive back 
Ronnie Calloway. A pair of ju-
nior wide receivers and defen-
sive backs, Christian Lujan and 
Tanner Jones, are among the 
newcomers to watch this year.

Young or not, Sneed has a sim-
ple goal for his 2008 Bulldogs: 
“Get better at what we do.”

09-04 @Lecanto 7:30P

09-12 @Jacksonville Forrest 7:00P

09-19 @Mount Dora 7:30P

10-26 Palm Coast Matanzas 7:00P

10-10 Jones 7:30P

10-17 Lake Weir 7:30P

10-24 South Sumter 7:30P

10-31 @Wildwood 6:30P

11-14 Lake Highland 7:00P

20-14 @South Lake 7:30P
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09-04 Belleview 7:30P

09-12 South Sumter 7:00P

09-19 @Ocala West Port 7:30P

10-26 @Tavares 7:00P

10-10 @Leesburg 7:30P

10-17 Clermont East Ridge 7:30P

10-24 @St. Cloud 7:30P

10-31 Harmony 7:30P

11-14 Bishop Moore 7:30P

20-14 @Mount Dora 7:30P

Of course, one of the top teams 
in the area, Eustis, is coming off 
a 9-3 record in 2007 and are 27-9 
over the past three seasons. Led 
by Head Coach Steve Moser, the 
Panthers will look to continue 
their winning ways and make the 
playoffs for the 12th time in the 
last 15 seasons.

One player to watch for Eustis 
this season is accomplished 
two-way lineman Matt McDon-
ald, who uses every bit of his 
6’4”, 280-pound frame to help his 
team on both sides of the line.

As much time and work as these 
coaches spend in preparing for 
their seasons, sometimes ob-
stacles come out of nowhere. 
Mount Dora had its first game 
cancelled because of another 

team’s disqualification, and had 
to play a different opponent for 
its kickoff classic because its 
original opponent withdrew.

“It’s been a mess,” Beale said. 
“Now we just need to get started 
right.”

A good start is the goal of every 
coach in North Lake County, and 
their teams are now on the clock 
to make it happen, no matter 
how young they are.
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